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A Nepali woman manipulates pollen on advanced tomato lines to create locally grown, hybrid tomato
seed. Hybrid seed production is an infant industry in Nepal, which is typically dominated by imported
seed from India, Thailand and other countries. The owner of this firm received training from the
Integrated Pest Management Innovation Lab in advanced crop production and pest control
techniques, such as breeding. The firm plans to produce local hybrid seed to compete with

imports. Hybrid seeds like these, with disease resistance that can increase yields substantially,
reduce the need for costly pesticide application and ensure higher profits for Feed the Future
vegetable farmers. Additionally, the delicate skills required for plant breeding and hybrid seed
production offer unique opportunities for women laborers in the Nepali workforce. Photo by John
Bowman
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